Pharmacology Vocabulary and Abbreviations
1. Adverse reaction – the body’s reaction to a drug in an unexpected way that may endanger a patient’s health and safety

2. anaphylactic shock – a life-threatening, hypersensitive reaction to food or drugs.  The patient experiences acute respiratory distress, hypotension, edema, tachycardia, cool pale skin, cyanosis and possibly convulsions shortly after medication administration

3. bacteriostatic – stopping or controlling the growth of bacteria

4. brand name – the  name under which the drug is sold by specific manufacturer.  Name is owned by the manufacturer and no other company may use that name.  Each brand name carries a registered trademark symbol.

5. buccal medication – medication placed in the mouth next to the cheek, where it is absorbed into the mucous membrane lining of the mouth

6. chemical name – the description of the chemical structure of the drug

7. chemotherapy – treatment of diseases using drugs that have a specific deadly effect on disease-causing microorganisms; used to treat certain infections and cancer

8. contraindication – any special symptom or circumstance that indicates that the use of a drug or procedure is dangerous or not advised

9. drug – any substance that, when taken into the body, may modify one or more of its functions

10. drug action – describes how a drug produces changes within the body

11. drug effect – describes the change that takes place in the body as a result of the drug action

12. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) – the government agency responsible for administering and enforcing the Controlled Substances Act

13. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) – the government agency responsible for administering and enforcing the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act within the US.

14. Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act – a law that regulates the quality, purity, potency, effectiveness, safety, labeling, and packaging of food, drug, and cosmetics
15. generic name – name established when a drug is first manufactured.  Protected for use only by the original manufacturer for a period of 17 years, then can be used by any other manufacturer.  

16. Hospital Formulary – A reference book that lists all of the drugs commonly stocked in the hospital pharmacy, provides information about the characteristics of drugs and their clinical usage.

17. idiosyncrasy – an unusual, inappropriate response to a drug or the usual effective dose of a drug.  Can be life threatening.

18. inhalation medication – medication sprayed or breathed into the nose, throat, and lungs.  It is absorbed into the mucous membrane lining of the nose and throat and by the alveoli of the lungs

19. intradermal medication – medication that is inserted just beneath the epidermis (top layer of skin) using a syringe and needle

20. intramuscular medication – Medication injected directly into the muscle

21. intravenous medication – medication that is injected directly into the vein, entering the blood stream immediately.

22. parenteral medication – medication that is injected into the body using a needle and syringe

23. pharmacist – one who is licensed to prepare and dispense drugs; aka “druggist”

24. pharmacodynamics – the study of how drugs interact in the human body

25. pharmacology -  the field of medicine that specializes in the study of their sources, appearance, chemistry, actions, and uses

26. pharmacy – drugstore

27. Physicians’ Desk Reference – a reference book that provides all of the information for every drug available

28. potency – strength

29. rectal medication – medication that is inserted into the rectum and slowly absorbed into the mucous membrane lining of the rectum.  It is in the form of a suppository, which melts as the body warms it

30. route of administration – method of introducing a medication into the body

31. side effect – additional effect on the body by a drug that was not part of the goal for the medication.  Example: Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea
32. subcutaneous medication – medication that is injected into the subcutaneous layer, or fatty tissue, of the skin

33. sublingual medication – medication that is placed under the tongue, where it dissolves in the saliva and is absorbed through the mucous membrane lining of the mouth

34. systemic effect – a generalized response to a drug by the body as it is absorbed into the blood stream

35. therapeutic dose  - a dose of a medication that achieves the desired effect

36. tolerance – the body’s resistance to the effect of a drug

37. topical medication – medication that is applied directly to the skin or mucous membrane for a local effect to the area

38. toxicology – the study of poisons, their detection, effects and establishing antidotes and methods of treatment for conditions they produce

39. trade name – brand name

40. vaginal mediation – medication that is inserted into the vagina; may be in the form of a suppository, cream, foam or tablet.

Abbreviations

1. cap – capsule

2. gtt – drop

3. supp – suppository 

4. susp – suspension

5. tab – tabet

6. IM – intramuscular

7. IV – intravenous

8. IVPB – intravenous piggyback

9. PO – oral

10. R – rectal

11. Subq - subcutaneous

